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Police personnel and forensic experts at the site after a speeding white Thar kills one person, injures
another at Mother Teresa Road, in New Delhi

‘Fed Up...’: Delhi CM Rekha Gupta Backs Supreme
Court Order to Clear Strays from Streets to Shelters

Satyendra Singh

New Delhi : Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta on
Monday said the government
will soon bring a policy to
tackle the growing stray dog
menace and implement the
Supreme Court’s order to re-
move the animals from the
streets in a planned manner.

The Supreme Court ear-
lier in the day directed authori-
ties in Delhi and adjoining
NCR cities to capture all
stray dogs and place them in
shelters, making it clear they
must not be released back into
public spaces. The order came
in a suo motu case taken up
on July 28 over rising inci-
dents of dog bites leading to
rabies in the capital.

Calling the situation “ex-
tremely grim”, a bench of Jus-
tices JB Pardiwala and R
Mahadevan said no obstruc-
tion in the exercise would be
tolerated and warned of strict
action, including contempt
proceedings, against indi-
viduals or organisations op-
posing the move.

“Will the so-called animal
lovers bring back the lives of
children who have died of ra-

bies?” the bench asked,
stressing that public safety
must come
first.

The court
directed the
Delhi govern-
ment and civic
bodies in
G u r u g r a m ,
Noida and
Ghaziabad to
start the pro-
cess immedi-
a t e l y ,
p r i o r i t i s i n g
vulnerable and
outskirt areas.
It  asked that
shelters be set up for at least
5,000 dogs within six to eight
weeks,  equipped for
sterilisation, vaccination and
care. The shelters must also
have CCTV monitoring to
prevent release of the dogs.

Authorities were told to
maintain daily records of cap-
tured animals,  set  up a
helpline within a week for re-
porting dog bite incidents,
and respond within four
hours of a complaint. Victims
must be informed of available

medical facilities, and the
government was ordered to

publish details on rabies vac-
cine availability and usage.

The bench said the mea-
sures were necessary in the
“larger public interest” to en-
sure residents, especially chil-
dren, could move freely with-
out fear. “Not a single dog
picked up shall be released
back onto the streets,” it added.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta urged the court to en-
sure compliance from all NCR
authorities, a suggestion the
bench accepted.

At a press conference
later, Gupta said Delhi resi-

dents were “fed up” with the
stray dog problem, which she
described as having reached
“gigantic proportions”. She
said the government had been
holding discussions and
would bring a humane but ef-
fective policy.

Last week, minister Kapil
Mishra also said the adminis-
tration was working on a plan
that balanced public safety
with animal welfare.

The Delhi government
will implement in a time-

bound manner the Supreme
Court order for shifting stray
dogs in the city to shelter
homes, Development Minis-
ter Kapil Mishra said on
Monday. Mishra said the ver-
dict will pave the way to free
Delhi from the fear of rabies
and stray animals.

The Supreme Court
termed the stray dog menace
in the city “extremely grim”
and directed the Delhi gov-
ernment and civic bodies to
start picking up strays from
all localities at the earliest and
keep them at dog shelters.

While passing a slew of di-
rections to tackle the menace
of dog bite incidents, the court
warned that if any person or
organisation comes in the way
of picking up of stray dogs by
the authorities, strict action
will be taken against them.

In a post on X, Mishra
said, “Under the leadership
of CM Rekha Gupta, the
Delhi government’s animal
department will work with
all agencies to study this
order and move forward in
the direction of its proper
implementation.”

NIEPA Celebrates 19th Foundation Day: Charting
India’s Educational Future in an Emerging New World

AT Correspondent
New Delhi : The National

Institute of Educational Plan-
ning and Administration
(NIEPA), a premier insti-
tution dedicated to capac-
ity building and research
in educational planning
and management, today
marked its 19th Founda-
tion Day with a distin-
guished lecture and a for-
ward-looking address at
the India Habitat Centre.
The event brought to-
gether leading minds to
reflect on NIEPA’s endur-
ing legacy and its pivotal
role in shaping India’s
educational landscape for
the challenges and oppor-
tunities of the 21st century.
Event Chief Guest, Dr. Ram
Madhav, President, India Foun-
dation, delivered the Founda-
tion Day Lecture on the theme,
“Preparing India for the Emerg-
ing New World.”

The day’s proceedings
commenced with a warm Wel-
come Address by Prof. Mona
Khare, Dean, NIEPA, setting

the tone for a day of insightful
discussions. This was followed

by a comprehensive Address
by Prof. Shashikala Wanjari,
Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor,
NIEPA, who articulated the
Institute’s visionary direction
for Indian education and its cru-
cial role in national policy. The
highlight of the 19th Founda-
tion Day celebration was the
much-anticipated lecture by
Dr. Ram Madhav. The event

was presided over by Shri
Mahesh Chandra Pant, Chan-

cellor, NIEPA, who delivered
the Chairperson’s Address.
The formal program also in-
cluded a special Felicitation
& Awards  ceremony for
NIEPA Employees & Schol-
ars, recognising their invalu-
able contributions, and con-
c luded  wi th  a  Vote  o f
Thanks del ivered by Dr.
Surya  Narayan  Mishra ,

Registrar, NIEPA.
Dr. Ram Madhav, a re-
nowned political thinker
and author, delved into
the complexities of the
evolving global order and
India’s strategic posi-
tioning within it. Draw-
ing from his recent work,
and talking on the theme
‘Preparing India for the
Emerging New World’,
Dr. Madhav emphasised
the critical need for in-
trospection and proac-
tive engagement with the
future. “Today, we often
hear the phrase ‘new
world order’ in public
discourse,” he noted.

“It’s a term that gets thrown
around with increasing fre-
quency—yet, how many of
us pause to ask: What does it
truly mean?” He underscored
the urgency of this inquiry,
stating,  “To understand
where we are heading, and to
prepare our country for that
journey, is, in my view, a pa-
triotic duty.”

Former Union minister Vijay Goel
welcomes SC order says it endorses

his ‘no dogs on streets’ demand
Avinash Kr. Singh

New Delh i  :  Former
Union minister Vijay Goel
on Monday
w e l c o m e d
the Supreme
Court order
on the shift-
ing of stray
dogs to shel-
t e r  homes ,
as  an  en-
d o r s e m e n t
of his ‘No dogs on streets
policy’ demand.

He claimed that on av-
erage, around 2000 dog bites
were  repor ted  in  De lh i
alone, and this figure could
be around 5000 if the Na-
t iona l  Cap i ta l  Reg ion
(NCR) were included.

The former Delhi BJP
president had been running a
movement for a solution to
the growing menace of stray
dogs through a non-profit
organisation, Lok Abhiyan,
for the last two years.

“I am happy that the Su-
preme Court has now paid at-
tention to our demands. It has
directed the Delhi government
to shift stray dogs to shelter
homes. The court has en-
dorsed our demand for ‘no

dogs on streets’ policy”, Goel
told reporters.

He said the court has also
directed to set up a helpline
number for reporting dog
bites, which was another de-
mand of his movement.

Goel recently met the
commissioner of the Mu-
n i c i p a l  C o r p o r a t i o n  o f
Delhi  (MCD) for sett ing
up the helpline, which is
yet to be realised.

T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t
has clearly said that there
is a “terror” of stray dogs
and most of their  vict ims
were women and children,
he said.

“I received threats and
abuses over my demands. Af-
ter the court order, I hope
such elements will not meddle
in the implementation of the
court order,” he said.

DDA, key agency for approving Delhi buildings, gets
first fire safety NOC for Vikas Minar after two decades

AT Correspondent
New Delhi : The Delhi

Development Authority
(DDA) has secured a fire
no-objection certificate
(NOC) for its central of-
fice building, Vikas
Minar, for the first time
since 2001. The Delhi
Fire Services (DFS) is-
sued the clearance on
August 6, stating that the
premises meet fire safety
norms and are fit for
business occupancy for
three years, subject to
safety conditions, a TOI
report stated.

For over 20 years,
the DDA’s Vikas Minar
faced repeated refusals to
renew its fire safety cer-
tificate. Each inspection
found serious deficien-
cies, preventing the renewal.
The most recent denial came in
April 2025, when DFS noted
that problems highlighted in
2022 remained unaddressed.

According to the NOC
letter, “It is certified that
Vikas Minar DDA building in
ITO—comprising a base-

ment, ground, and 22 upper
floors—was earlier granted

NOC by the department in
Jan 2001. Now, the premises
were re-inspected by the of-
ficers concerned of this de-
partment on July 23 in the
presence of fire consultants
and executive engineers. It
was found that the said build-
ing is deemed to have com-

plied with the fire prevention
and fire safety requirements

in accordance with Rule
33 of the Delhi Fire Ser-
vices Rules, 2010, and
the premises are fit for
business occupancy
with effect from Aug 6
for a period of three
years, in accordance
with Rule 36.”

The DFS made it
clear that the NOC is
conditional. “Any loss of
life or property due to
non-functional fire safety
measures shall be the re-
sponsibility of the man-
agement, and any devia-
tion in the construction
shall be verified by the
concerned building sanc-
tioning authority,” the

department stated.
Vikas Minar, constructed

in 1976, was the first build-
ing in Delhi taller than the
Qutub Minar. It houses of-
fices of several DDA depart-
ments. In June 2022, DFS
found significant safety issues
during inspection.

Three-Day-Long Har Ghar Tiranga Film Festival Opens Nation-
wide, Showcasing Cinematic Stories of India’s Freedom and Unity

SC fixes Nov 19-20 for final hearing
on pleas against ‘Talaq-e-Hasan’

New Delhi (Agencies) :
The Supreme Court on Mon-
day fixed November 19-20
for the final hearing of pleas
seeking declaration of “Talaq-
e-Hasan” and all other forms
of “unilateral extrajudicial di-
vorce” as unconstitutional.

Talaq-e-Hasan is a form
of divorce among Muslims
through which a man can dis-
solve the marriage by pro-
nouncing the word “talaq”
once every month over a
three-month period.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Joymalya Bagchi,

while fixing the date for final
hearing on a batch of pleas, in-
cluding petitions by victims and
other aggrieved parties, sought
the views of National Commis-
sion for Women (NCW), Na-
tional Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC) and National
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (NCPCR).

When the bench enquired
about Centre’s view, its coun-
sel  Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay said it had not file
any counter affidavit in the
matter as such but given
views in Triple Talaq case in

which they have opposed all
forms of “unilateral extraju-
dicial divorce”.

“If there is any material
including some books or
scriptures that may be pro-
duced. An opinion of the
NCW, NHRC and NCPCR
should be on record for
proper assistance. We request
ASG K M Nataraj to seek in-
structions and ensure that
their opinions are brought on
record,” the bench said.

When one of the counsel
appearing for opposing par-
ties said there could be issues
of maintainability and locus
of petitioners challenging the
Talaq-e-Hasan, the bench said
the victims and aggrieved par-
ties were before it and there
couldn’t be an issue over lo-
cus standi and maintainabil-
ity as a result.

“We should not be wor-
ried about technicalities at this
stage. There are individuals
who are affected and are be-
fore this court. We will look
into it,” the bench said, ad-
journing the matter.

RWAs hail SC order to shift stray dogs to
shelters call it major relief amid bite cases

New Delhi (Agencies) :
Residents’ welfare associa-
tions (RWAs) welcomed the
Supreme Court’s direction to
shift stray dogs to shelter
homes within eight weeks,
calling it a much-needed re-
lief for people troubled by
rising dog bite cases.

Atul Goyal, president of
United Resident Joint Action
(URJA), an apex body of

RWAs, on Monday said dog bite
cases have been rising steadily,
and this order will help provide
relief from the problem.

“Along with stray dogs,
cattle on the roads have also
started attacking people and
causing traffic jams. The au-
thorities should take similar
action for such animals as
well,” Goyal said.

The Supreme Court

termed the stray dog menace
in the city “extremely grim”
and directed the Delhi gov-
ernment and civic bodies to
start picking up strays from
all localities at the earliest and
keep them at dog shelters.

Saurabh Gandhi, presi-
dent of United Residents of
Delhi (URD), said the deci-
sion had restored public faith
in the judiciary.

Sanjeev Khanna, presi-
dent of the Khan Market
Traders’ Association, said
stray animals often entered
shops and created inconve-
nience for both shopkeepers
and customers.

“They also cause traffic
disruptions. This initiative
will provide some relief, but
similar measures are needed
for cattle as well,” he said.

Youth held for
opening fire on
Delhi man over

old dispute
New Delhi (Agencies) :

A 22-year-old youth was ar-
rested for allegedly opening
fire at a man over an old dis-
pute in northeast Delhi’s
Nehru Vihar area, police said
on Monday.

The incident took place on
February 4, when a firing inci-
dent was reported around 8 pm,
they said. The victim, Naseem
(36), told police that while he
was passing through Nehru
Vihar on his scooter, three men
on a motorcycle chased him,
and one of them fired at him
before fleeing the spot.

A case under relevant sec-
tions of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita was registered at
Dayalpur Police Station, and
investigation was initiated, a
senior police officer said. The
shooter was later identified as
Harun Saifi, but he evaded ar-
rest despite repeated raids, he
added. The court subsequently
declared him a proclaimed of-
fender. Police tracked down
Harun Saifi and arrested him.
During interrogation, Saifi con-
fessed to the crime and told
police that he had an old dis-
pute with the victim.

Delhi CM Rekha
Gupta participates
in tree plantation
drive at BSF camp

New Delhi (Agencies) :
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta participated in a tree
p lan ta t ion  dr ive  a t  BSF
camp in  Wes t  De lh i ’s
Chawla area, where 1,000
mango  sap l ings  were
planted within one hour on
Monday morning.

Gupta lauded the Border
Security Force (BSF) person-
nel for securing the defences
of the country and congratu-
lated them on the success of
Operation Sindoor.

“I often say to the people
that you will not have a chance
to sacrifice your life like our
soldiers do to defend our
country. We can however
contribute to the growth of
the country by taking part in
such programmes like tree
plantation and cleanliness,”
she said in an address.

The chief minister ex-
pressed sadness that the BSF
camp at Chhawla set up in
1982 was still devoid of piped
water connection.

3 including juvenile held for staging
firing incident in northeast Delhi Police

New Delhi (Agencies) :
Three people, including the
complainant and a juvenile,
have been apprehended for
allegedly staging a firing inci-
dent outside an office in
northeast Delhi’s Maujpur
area to falsely implicate a fin-
ancier and evade debt repay-
ment, police said on Monday.

The incident took place
on Friday afternoon near the
Sana Public School in
Maujpur’s Vijay Mohalla,
they added. Complainant
Mohammad Anish, a builder,
told police that when he ar-
rived at his office around 2:30

pm on Friday, he found the
glass window broken and sus-
pected that a man from whom
he had borrowed money had
fired at the premises.

The investigators arrested
a man named Mursleen (25),
who allegedly confessed to
his involvement. He told po-
lice that he worked for Anish
and, on his employer’s in-
structions, had arranged for
the juvenile to fire at the of-
fice from a pistol that was
provided by Anish.  The
weapon and a live cartridge
were seized from his posses-
sion, the officer added.

AT Correspondent
New Delhi :  The Har

Ghar Tiranga – Patriotic Film
Festival opened today to an
enthusiastic response, mark-
ing the beginning of a three-
day nationwide cinematic trib-
ute to India’s independence.
Running from August 11–13,
2025, the festival is organized
by the National Film Devel-
opment Corporation (NFDC)
under the aegis of the Minis-
try of Information & Broad-
casting, Government of India.

The festival is part of the
broader Har Ghar Tiranga
campaign initiated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
which seeks to deepen every
citizen’s emotional connec-
tion with the National Flag
and instil a renewed sense of
unity and patriotism.
Through carefully curated
film screenings, the festival
aims to remind audiences of
India’s journey to freedom,
celebrate the sacrifices of
countless heroes, and show-
case stories that have shaped
the nation’s identity.

Minister of Art, Culture &

Language, NCT of Delhi, Shri
Kapil Mishra said that Cinema

has the power to immortalise
the sacrifices of our freedom
fighters and inspire generations.
The Har Ghar Tiranga – Patri-
otic Film Festival is not just a
celebration of cinema, but a re-
minder of the journey that
brought us independence, the
minster added.

Speaking on the occasion
in Mumbai, Secretary, MIB
Shri. Sanjay Jaju said that the
Har Ghar Tiranga- the Patri-
otic Film Festival aims to
showcase India’s rich cultural

history and heritage through
the medium of cinema. Cin-

ema being a visual medium
leaves a long lasting impact
on the viewers and so, this
festival aims to spark the
spirit of patriotism amongst
all Indians, Shri Jaju added.

Actress Shriya Pilgaonkar
also spoke on the event in
Mumbai. She said that she was
honored to be part of the ini-
tiative. “These films remind us
of the resilience and courage of
our people, and it’s important
that we continue to share these
stories”, she added.
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